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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael 1. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioiier Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am graveiy concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy televlsion. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and i t s  allies to hinder the traiisition 
by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

I n  addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implicatlons of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I can 
record TV to watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip of my 
child's football game t o  a distant relathe; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my friend's 
apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier lV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Rocco Melillo 
62  Penobscot Street 
Clifton, NJ 07013 
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Tuesday, October 28  2003 

Commissioner Michael I. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Cornmissioner Copps, 

As a consumer o f  broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the  Federal 
Communications Commission t o  vote against t h e  adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely 
concerned t h a t  t h e  proposed broadcast flag regulat ion will unfairly restrict t h e  abil ity o f  
consumers to  enjoy television while affording l itt le actual protection to  content providers. 

The digital television t ransi t ion relies on convincing consumers o f  t h e  benefi ts o f  switching to  
and buying digital television equlpment, and desplte legislative at tempts to  force t h e  
technology down t h e  public's throat, it won' t  succeed unless it's palatable. I f  switching means 
incompatibi l i ty wi th  exist ing displays and equipment, and t h e  potent ia l  loss of abi l i ty  t o  t ime-  
shift programming, it w o n ' t  go down. More expensive and less funct ional  equ ipment  may  be  
fine with the  MPAA, but  it 's not  good for t h e  public. 

I am very concerned about  t h e  implications of t h e  broadcast f lag for  fair-use and t ime-shift ing. 
Those working on different schedules have come t o  depend on t h e  availability o f  p r ime t ime  
content in off hours. Editing broadcasts to  share impor tant  or interesting clips with family and 
friends for non-commerical  purposes also seems t o  be  imperi led by t h e  broadcast flag. The 
broadcast flag seems designed to  remove t h e  control  and flexibility afforded by current 
technology, which has actual ly increased t h e  value and populari ty o f  television. 

What compelling reason do I have a s  a consumer to  buy  new digital equipment, a t  least unti l  
m y  current equipment fails and cannot be repaired 7 A pret t ier  p icture is fine, but  not  enough 
not enough so t o  relinquish t h e  ability t o  t ime-shift  and fair use r ights under copyright law. As 
a citizen and consumer, I urge you t o  p romote  the  digital transition, electronic equipment 
manufacturers, and broadcasters, by opposing t h e  broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

David 1 Looney 
260 Hygeia Court 
Encinitas, CA 92024 
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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael 3 .  Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

V I A  FACSIMILE 

Dear Cornmissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a '"broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy televlslon. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buylng new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device In my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and Its allles to hinder the transition 
by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

I n  addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use impllcations of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I can 
record TV to watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movle; send an email clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my friend's 
apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed t o  remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

If the move t o  digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Glenii Moen 
2630 3rd Ave NE #3 
Owatonna, MN 55060 
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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

A s  a consumer of broadcast telension, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission t o  vote against the adoption of a '"broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy televlslon. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of  the benefits o f  switching t o  and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition wi l l  be far more palatable t o  me as a consumer i f  switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buylng new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and i t s  allies to hinder the 
transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -. I can modify, create, and participate. I 
can record TV t o  watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email cl ip 
of my chllds football game t o  a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my 
friends apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed t o  remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

If the move t o  digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, 
and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture i s  hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and 
computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you t o  promote the digital 
transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Quintin Riis 

Sincerely, 

Quintin Ri is  
1246 Leo 
Sullivan, MO 63080 
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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Cornmissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag " I am gravely concerned that 
a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buytng new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition 
by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate I can 
record TV to watch later, clip a small piece of TVand splice it into a home movie, send an email clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative, or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it at my friend's 
apartment The broadcast flag seems designed to  remove this control and flexibility that I en~oy 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible. and 
exciting. what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture IS hardly enough reason for me to dispense wth all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag 

Smcerely. 

Jon Berlin 
307 Hickory Lane 
Seaford. DE 19973 
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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael 1. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer o f  broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the  Federal 
Communicat ions Commission t o  vote against t h e  adoption of a "broadcast flag." I a m  gravely 
concerned tha t  a broadcast flag regulat ion would restrict t h e  way I enjoy television. 

The digital television t ransi t ion relies on convincing consumers o f  t h e  benefi ts o f  switching t o  
and buying digital television equipment. That transit ion will be far  m o r e  palatable to  m e  as a 
consumer if switching doesn't mean  discarding m y  exlsting home network, buying new high- 
resolut ion displays, and f inding r o o m  for  ye t  another  device in my l iving room.  Please do not  
aiiow the  MPAA and its allies t o  hlnder t h e  transit ion by making us buy  special-purpose D l V  
devices t h a t  are m o r e  expensive and less valuable. 

I n  addition, I am very concerned about t h e  falr-use lmpllcatlons of t h e  broadcast flag. With 
today's technology, I can be more  than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, 
and part icipate. I can recordTV to  watch later; clip a smal l  piece o f T V  and splice it in to  a 
home movie; send an emai l  clip of m y  child's footbal l  game to  a distant relative; or record a 
lV program onto a DVD and  play it a t  m y  friend's apartment.  The broadcast flag seems 
designed to  remove th is  control  and flexlbil l ty t h a t  I enjoy.  

I f  t he  move  t o  digi ta l  television does no t  make t h e  public's viewing experience more  
enjoyable, flexible, and exciting, what  compell ing reason do I have as a consumer to  buy new 
digital equipment? A pret t ier  TV picture is hardly enough reason for m e  t o  dispense wi th  a l l  m y  
current consumer electronics and computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer of 
broadcast television, I urge you t o  promote the  digital transit ion by opposing t h e  broadcast 
f lag. 

Sincerely, 

lason Teter 
2927 Ehlmann Rd 
Sa in t Cha rles, M 0 6330 1 
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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael 1. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

V I A  FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching t o  and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable t o  me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition 
by  making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

I n  addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use impllcations of the broadcast flag. With today's 
techiiology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I can  
record TV to  watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative; or record a lV program onto a DVD and play it at my friend's 
apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed t o  remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

I f  the move t o  digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment' A prettier TV 
picture is  hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Erik Ch. Ohrnberger 
1556 Crimson Drive 
Troy, M I  48083 



Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

V I A  FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission t o  vote against the adoption of a '"broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restrlct the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits o f  switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable t o  me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existhg home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and i t s  allies to hinder the 
transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implicatlons of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient o f  content -. I can modify, create, and participate. I 
can record TV t o  watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip 
of my childs football game t o  a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it at my 
friends apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed t o  remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

I f  the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, 
and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture i s  hardly enough reason for me to dispense with al l  my current consumer electronics and 
computer equipment. A s  a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you t o  promote the digital 
transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Don Emerson 
4525 Blue Sky 
Salem, OR 97301 
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Tuesday. October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael .I Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely 
concerned that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and 
buying digital television equipment That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer 
if swtchng doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution 
displays, and finding room for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the 
MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that 
are more expensive and less valuable. 

I n  addition, I am veryconcerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive reciplent of content - I can modify, create, and 
participate I can record TV to watch later, clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home 
movie; send an emad clip of my child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program 
onto a DVD and play it at my friend's apartment. The broadcast flag Seems designed to remove this 
control and flexlbility that I enjoy 

Ifthe move to digital televisiondoes not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, 
flexible. and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital 
equipment? A prettier TV picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current 
conwnier electronics and computer eqlupment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television I 
urge you to promote the digital transition by opposing the broadcast flag 

Sincerely. 

James Haljun 
2565 Thrd  Street, #338 
San Francisco. CA 94107 



Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics. and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag " I am gravely concerned that 
a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to  and buying 
digital television equipment That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays. and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition 
by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify create, and participate I can 
record TV to watch later, clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie, send an ernail chp of my 
child's football game to a distant relative, or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it at my friend's 
apartment The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enpyable, flexible. and 
exciting. what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag 

Sincerely 

C Gosnell 
231 1 Frederick Ave 
Wilmington. DE 19805 



Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael 1. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restrlct the way I enjoy televlsion. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and Its allies to hinder the transition 
by  making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

I n  addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I can 
record N to watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my friend's 
apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

I f  the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you t o  promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Michael B. Szczerba 
2150 Atlas Dr. 
Troy, M I  48083 
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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

V I A  FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

A s  a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission t o  vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag.'' I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulatlon would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

I am t ired of being treated like a criminal. Every attempt t o  thwart piracy by the MPAA, R lAA and other 
copyright holders, have been defeated by determined criminals. A t  best, the spread of this type of 
technology wil l  hinder legitimate use by consumers while doing nothing t o  stop the few individuals for 
whom it i s  intended. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable t o  me as a consumer If switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet  another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and i t s  allies to hinder the 
transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that  are more expensive and less valuable. 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -. I can modify, create, and participate. I 
can record TV to watch later; cl ip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip 
of my child's footbaU game t o  a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my 
friends apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

I f  the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, 
and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer t o  buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture i s  hardly enough reason for me t o  dispense with al l  my current consumer electronics and 
computer equipment. A s  a citizen and consumer of  broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digital 
transition by opposlng the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Robinson 
510 Saddlebrook Drive 
San Jose. CA 95136 
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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael I .  Copps 
445 12 th  Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Cornmissioner Copps, 

I ' v e  been a user o f  advanced services for  some t ime  now, but  want  t h e  felxiblity t o  use m y  
equipment and content.  I'm a strong bel iever in  Digital rights, support ing copyrights but  
without unresaonable restrictions t o  t h e  end user. 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge t h e  Federai 
Communications Cornmission t o  vote against t h e  adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely 
concerned t h a t  a broadcast f lag regulat ion would restrict t h e  way I enjoy television. 

The digi ta l  television t ransi t ion relies on convincing consumers o f  t h e  benefits of switching t o  
and buying digital television equipment. That  transit ion wil l be far m o r e  palatable to  m e  as a 
consumer i fswi tch ing doesn't m e a n  discarding m y  exist ing h o m e  network, buying new high- 
resolut ion displays, and f lnding r o o m  for  ye t  another  device in m y  llvlng room.  Please do no t  
allow t h e  MPAA and its allies t o  hinder t h e  transit ion by making us buy special-purpose DTV 
devices t h a t  are m o r e  expensive and less valuable. 

I n  addition, I a m  very concerned about t h e  fair-use implications of t h e  broadcast flag With 
today's technology, I can be m o r e  than a passive reclpient o f  content -- I can modify, create, 
and part icipate. I can record n/ to watch later; clip a smal l  piece o f  TV and splice it in to  a 
home movie; send an emal l  clip of m y  chi ld 'sfootbal l  game t o  a distant relatlve; o r  record a 
lV program onto a DVD and  play it a t  m y  frlend's apartment.  The broadcast flag seems 
designed t o  remove this control  and flexibility t h a t  I enjoy.  

If t h e  m o v e  t o  digi ta l  television does n o t  m a k e  t h e  public's viewing experience m o r e  
enjoyable, flexible, and excitlng, what  compell ing reason do I have as a consumer to  buy new 
digital equipment? A pret t ier  TV picture is hardly enough reason fo r  m e  t o  dispense wi th  a l l  my 
current consumer electronics and computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer o f  
broadcast television, I urge you t o  promote the  digital transit ion by opposing t h e  broadcast 
flag. 

Sincerely, 

Neil M. Reuben 
78 Buckskin Lane 
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274 
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Tuesdnv. October 28 2003 

Coininissioner Micliael J. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

-4s a consumer ofbroadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned that 
a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

I am primarily concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's technology, I can 
be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I can recordTV to watrh 
later: clip a small piece ofTV and splice it into a home movie: send a n  email clip of my child's football game 
to a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my friend's apartment. The broadcast 
flag seeins designed to remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

If thr move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting. what compelling reason do I have ns a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier T V  
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digtal transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

P h l l q J  s u  
6616 I 59th Ave. NE 
Kedmond, WA 98052 



Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

V I A  FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission t o  vote against the adoption of  a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulatlon would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of  the benefits o f  switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable t o  me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buylng new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room, Please do not allow the MPAA and i t s  allies to hinder the 
transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that  are more expensive and less valuable. 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of  the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content - -  I can modify, create, and participate. I 
can record TV t o  watch later; clip a small piece of  TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip 
of my child's football game t o  a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play i t  a t  my 
friends apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed t o  remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, 
and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture i s  hardly enough reason for me to dispense w i t h  a l l  my current consumer electronics and 
computer equipment. A s  a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you t o  promote the digital 
transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Melinda Johnson 
240 Winchester 
South Lyon, MI 48178 
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Tuesday. October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, 1 urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote. against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely 
concerned that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television 

The digital television transition relies on convincing ConsumerS of the knefits of switchng to and 
buying digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable to me as a conwmer 
ifsuitching doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution 
displays, and finding room for yet another device in my living room Please do not allow the 
MPAA and its allies to hnder the transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that 
are more expensive and less valuable. 

In addition, I am vel-y concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology. I can be more than a passive recipient of content - I can  modi^, create, and 
participate I can record TV to watch later, clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home 
movie. send an ema l  clip of my child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program 
onto a DVD and play it at my friend's apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this 
control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

lfthe move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, 
ilexlble, and exciting what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital 
equipment? A prettier TV pictun: is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current 
consumer electronics and computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television I 
urge you to promote the digital transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Si ncerel y, 

James Daniels 
9810 Grant Ave. 
Manassas. VA 201 10 
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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael 1. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

V IA  FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a.broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existlng home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another devlce In my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition 
by  making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

111 addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
techiiology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I can 
record TV to watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my friend's 
apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed t o  remove this control and flexibility that I enloy. 

I f  the move t o  digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you t o  promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag. 

Siiicerely, 

Simon Powers-Schaub 
463 Draper 
Kalamazoo, MI  49008 
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Tuesday. October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, 1 urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely 
concerned that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transibon relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of swtching to and 
buvlng digital television equipment. That transition wll be far more palatable to me as a consumer 
if witclung doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution 
displays, and finding room for yet another device in my living room Please do not allow the 
MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that 
are more expensive and less valuable. 

In  addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and 
paiticipate I can record TV to watch later, clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home 
movie; send an email clip of my child's football game to a distant relative, or record a TV program 
onto a DVD and play it at my friend's apartment The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this 
control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

If the move to dgital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, 
flemble. and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital 
equipment? A prettier TV picture is hardly enough rea3on for me to dispense with all my current 
consumer electronics and computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television 1 
urge you to promote the digital transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

SI ncerel y, 

Fred Schuchman 
6 0 E  12St 
New YorkNY 10003 



Tom Bishop 
301 1 Bunker Hill Cir 
Marietta, Ga 30062 

Conunissioner Michael I. Copps 
Fedeial Conununicatlons Commission 
445 12th Street, NW 
WasIungton, D.C. 20554 

Dwr Comnussioner Mchael J. Copps 

I ~uge the Federal Communications Comss ion  to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am 
outraged that the FCC would conslder a regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

As a teacher. 1 sometimes tape science and technology shows for use in my Technology classrani It IS m ~ u c  
t h t  "technology" could prevent me from dolng th~s in the future. Just because the format is chmg~ng docs not 
mean that the rules have to change. It seems that the media companies and their financial influence is creating 
a siruatlon where any "unauthorized" use of their products is considered to be stealing, thus crhmlizing 
behavior that has been going on for years. Whose inrerest is the FCC supposed to look after, the media 
conlpames or the people of the United States? So now I am a criminal if I tape a program to show in m y  
classis'? Get a spine and stop letting the regulated write the regulations! 

Sincerely, 

Tom Bishop 

1 
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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington. DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Cornrnutucations Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag " I am gravely 
concerned that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switchng to and 
buying digital television equipment. That tramition w11l be far more palatable to me as a consumer 
i f~w~tchl i ig  doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution 
displays, and finding room for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the 
MPAA and Its allies to hinder the transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that 
are more expensive and less valuable. 

In  addition. I am very concerned about the far-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content - I can mod&, create, and 
participate. I can record TV to watch later, clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home 
movie, send an email clip of my child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program 
onto a DVD and play it at my friend's apartment. The broadcast flag Seems designed to remove this 
control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

It' the move to chgital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, 
llewble. and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital 
equipment? A prettier TV picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense w t h  all my current 
consumer electronics and computer equpment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television I 
tirge you to promote the digital transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Matthew Zehner 
10 Jarden 
Newport Coast. CA 92657 

, 



Ken Firestone 
2 I2 Lynn Manor Dr 
Rcckville, MD 20850 

Conmussioner Michael J. Copps 
Federal Conmitiiucauons Comrmssion 
445 12th Street. NW 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Dear Comssioner  Michael I. Copps: 

Thousands of American consumers have already expressed their opposition to the FCCs adoption of a 
"hroadcast flag". I am writing to jointhern As a user of opensource software, adoption of the broadcast tlag 
will mean I am unable to receive digital television broadcasts onmy computer. 

Adopting the broadcast flag will make the FCC stand for "Federal Computer Control" whch is outslde its 
proper role It IS not the FCC's place to effectively choose the software licenses or computer operating system 
that consumers must use in order to watch digital television broadcast on their computers. 

Atlrlitionally, adoption of the broadcast flag will h a m  innovation. Many users of open-source software air 
computer progannwrs and "tinkerers" who work to improve the software. Thelr contributions and consa t  
iimovation is what makes open-source sofiware able to compete in the marketplace. 

The hroadcast flag rule advocated by the MPAA will ban open-source implementations of VSB and QAM 
modulators anrl demodulators, preventing opensource programmers h m  innovating in field of &@tal 
coinniiuucations techniques used by television 

Most Americans assumed that when television k a m e  digital. viewers would be able to do more wrth 
television programming, not less. Without innovative new products and flexibility in the ways consumers a i r  
able to watch TV, consumers will be less inclined to invest in the equipment to view digml television 
Therefore, the broadcast flag is likely to slow adoption of digital television in addtion to malung i t  illegal IO 

watch digital television on a computer using open-source sohare .  It is for these reasom 1 urge you to 
promore the digtal television transition by opposing adoption of the broadcast flag. 

Ken Firestone 

Sincerely. 

Ken Firestone 

1 



Charles Yeates 
3003 Kim 
Bryaq TX77801 

Conmissioner Michael J. Copps 
Federal Commutations C o m s s i o n  
445 12th Street. NW 
Wahngon,  D.C. 20554 

Drar Comssioner  Michael J. Copps. 

As a broadcast television viewer and consumer of electronics andcomputer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am ouwaged that the FCC 
wotdd consider a regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The broadcast flag IS neither in my interest nor the public's interest. It will prevent me kom watchtng t l igtal  
broadcast televisloii in the ways I currently enjoy analog broadcast television-for example, it will restrict m y  
ability to move the video 1 have recorded for personal viewing from rmm-to-rmm and place-to-place 

The broadcast flag will also lock out my computer as a way to watch my favorite shows using niy choice of 
soflware on a plane or train, or to send a television clip of a high school football game to family and friends 

Ftuthermore, if computers cannot fieely receive digital television how can I expect creative developers to 
discover new devices that enable me to use content in exciting ways I haven't even thought of, I value 
innovative devices like TiVo, ReplayTV and the Windows Media Center PC, whch exist today kcause they 
were blult to open standards using inexpensive, of€-the-shelf computer parts 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience mre enJoyable, flexible. and 
excitmg, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital television equipmenr? A prettier 
picrure is hardly enoughreason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and compiuter 
eqtupinent As a citizen and viewer of broadcast television, I urge you to promoie the digital television 
transition by opposing adoption ofthe broadcast flag. 

Sincere1 y , 

Charles Yeates 

1 



Nick Durcholz 
405 E 17th St #H13 
Bloomington IN 47408 

Conmissioner Wchael J. Copps 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, N W  
Washngton. D.C. 20554 

Dwr Conumssionrr Mchael J Copps. 

Thousands of Anlerican consumers have already expressed their opposition to the FCCs adoption of a 
"broadcast flag". I a m  writing to join them As a user of opensource software, adoption of the broadcast flag 
will mean I ani imable to receive digital television broadcasts onmy computer. 

Adopting the broadcast flag will make the FCC stand for "Federal Computer Control" which is outside its 
proper role. It is not the FCC's place to effectively choose the software licenses or computer operating systems 
that consumers must use inorder to watch digital television broadcast on their computers. 

Additionally, adoption of the broadcast flag will harm innovation. Many users of open-source s o f t w a ~  a ~ e  
computer programmers and"tinkerers" who work to improve the software. Theu contributions and constant 
innovation is what makes open-source software able to compete in the marketplace. 

Thr broadcast flag rule advocated by the MPAA will ban open-source implementations of VSB and QAM 
nmdulators and demodulators, preventing open-souuce programmers from movating in field of dlgjtal 
c~~mntmcat~nns techruqws used by television. 

Most Americain assunied that when television became digital. viewers would be able to do n m e  with 
tekv tsion progmmng,  not less. Without innovative new productr and flexibility m the ways consumers a1 r 
able to watch TV, consumers will be less inclined to invest in the equipment to view digml television 
Therefore. the broadcast flag is likely to slow adoption of digital television in addhon to making it illegal to 
watch digital television on a computer using opensource software. It is for these reasons I urge you to 
promote the dlgital television transition by opposing adoption of the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely. 

Nick Durcholz 

1 



Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

V I A  FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronia, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission t o  vote against the adoption of  a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of  the benefits o f  switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition wil l  be far more palatable t o  me as a consumer i f  switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device i n  my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and i t s  allies to hinder the 
transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content - -  I can modify, create, and participate. I 
can record TV t o  watch later; clip a small piece of  TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip 
of my child's football game t o  a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it at my 
friends apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed t o  remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

I f  the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, 
and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture i s  hardly enough reason for me to dispense with a l l  my current consumer electronics and 
computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you t o  promote the digital 
transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Gilliam 
2111 NE 181 Ave 
Vancouver, WA 98684 
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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Cornmissioner Michael J. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

V I A  FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a '"broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convindng consumers of the benefits of switching t o  and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition wil l  be far more palatable to me as a consumer i f  switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device i n  my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hinder the 
transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use impllcations of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient o f  content --  I can modify, create, and participate. I 
can record TV t o  watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip 
of my child's football game t o  a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my 
friends apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this control and flexibillty that I enjoy. 

I f  the move t o  digital television d e s  not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, 
and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer t o  buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture i s  hardly enough reason for me t o  dispense with a l l  my current consumer electronics and 
computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer o f  broadcast television, I urge you t o  promote the digital 
transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Eric Etkin 
482 B Middle Grove Rd 
Middle Grove, NY 12850 


